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-MAINTENANCE OF AIR CUSHION VEHICLES IN 
UNITED KINGDOM PUBLIC TRANSPORT OPERATIONS 


i Introduction 


1.1 Asa result of increasing interest in the operation of air 
cushion vehicles the Board is receiving many enquiries, 
especially in regard to the maintenance of such vehicles. The 
position is not generally well known and, with this in mind, 
this Notice has been prepared and is published with the 
concurrence of the Ministry of Aviation and other interested 
government departments. 


1.2 The Board will make further statements as necessary to 
ensure that constructors and operators are aware of its 
requirements. 


2 Background 


2.1 Anair propelled marine air cushion vehicle, being of highly 
, efficient lightweight construction, requires systematic main- 
tenance and inspection if safety is to be maintained. Normal 
marine inspection procedures are. not adequate for a number 
of reasons: also, the full and rigorous use of aeronautical proce- 
dures, while technically adequate, would usually constitute an 
unnecessary burden. The instructions in this Notice are, there- 
fore, framed with the object of promoting proper liaison and 
recognition of responsibilities between operators and the Board. 
They nevertheless leave the Board free to arrange procedures 
which give adequate safety for, and can be effectively applied 
by, a particular operator with the minimum of complexity. 


2.2 Upto thepresent time, liaison with operators has been on a 
relatively informal basis. While there is no intention of losing 
the benefits of such an approach, it is felt to be timely to set 
out the arrangements which will obtain as long as the vehicles 
are being administered under Article 4 (i) (e) of the Air Naviga- 
tion Order, 1960 in relation to their intrinsic safety. 
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3 Certification Before recommending the issue of the first 


Transport Category “‘Permit-to-Fly” for a particular vehicle, 
the Board will have been satisfied with the intrinsic safety of 
the vehicle and will have issued a ‘‘Certificate of Construction 
and Performance’. The Certificate of Construction and Per- 
formance identifies the vehicle and gives, directly or by reference, 
all the information about the vehicle needed for its safe operation 
and maintenance by a competent organisation. In particular, it 
will call up the ““Maintenance Notes’’, which in turn will refer to 
Log Books, Inspection Schedules, etc. 


Supervisory Arrangements—General The Ministry of 
Aviation, as the operational authority, is responsible, in 
an overall sense, for ensuring that the operator takes all 
reasonable precautions to ensure safety. In this task it may be 
assisted, in appropriate matters, by advice from other bodies, in 
particular the Air Registration Board, the Board of Trade, and 
local authorities. As with aeroplanes, the Minister of Aviation 
delegates to the Board, responsibility for supervising the engineer- 
ing aspects of those civil operations for which the Minister is 
responsible. 


Supervisory Arrangements—Engineering 


5.1 In order to ensure that the operator adequately discharges 
his responsibility for the continuous maintenance of engineer- 
ing safety, the Board’s Surveyors make periodic visits to the 
scene of operation. They supervise the implementation of 
the Board’s requirements. 


5.2 For this system to operate successfully, the operator must 
have an acceptable maintenance organisation, the essential 
features of which are :-— 


(i) Freedom of access by the Board’s representative at all 
reasonable times. 


(ii) Establishment of a proper chain of responsibility within 
the organisation. 


(iii) The provision of sufficient, reliable and properly qualified 
maintenance staff. 


(iv) The availability and use of adequate maintenance, storage 
and office facilities, and the keeping of proper records 
(including records of defects and action taken). 


(v) Consultation with the Board before modifications are 
made to the vehicle, except where these have already been 
accepted by the Board for the vehicle in question. 
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(vi) Adherence to maintenance and inspection procedures 
(including inspection schedules) accepted by the Board as 
covering the particular air cushion vehicle. 

NOTE: The operator may propose variations to any such accepted 


procedure, and these may receive provisional acceptance pending 
operational experience of the proposed change. 


5.3 Ifthe conditions of paragraph 5.2 are not observed to the 
Board’s satisfaction, or if the vehicle is found to have deter- 
iorated to an unsafe condition, the Board may either withhold 
its recommendation for renewal of the permit or, in extreme 
cases, recommend withdrawal of the permit. 


5.4 It is necessary that costs incurred by the Board in provid- 
ing supervisory services shall be met by the operator. 


Liaison with the Board 


6.1  Itis advisable for the operator to consult the Board at the 
earliest practicable stage before commencing operations; he 
should also keep the Board informed of significant problems 
as they arise. 


6.2 To ensure uninterrupted operation, the operator should 
anticipate the expiry of the Permit, or of component lives, to 
allow for proper attention to be given to applications for 


renewal or extension. 
6.3. It should be noted that lack of early contact with the Board 
can give rise to technical difficulties (e.g. due to lack of adequate 


records) when the time comes to renew the permit, or move the 
vehicle to another scene of operation. 


By Order of the Board, 


YW Ob tac 


Secretary. 


Air Registration Board, 


Brabazon House, 
Redhill, 
Surrey. 
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